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DAMPIER TO BUNBURY NATURAL GAS PIPELINE � EXPANSION WORKS IN SWAN VALLEY 
Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.37 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Lands, who does not appear to 
be in the chamber. He has probably gone to get some notes. I am giving him the benefit of the doubt. The 
minister is responsible for the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. I was initially not keen to raise this 
grievance but I have had quite a bit of difficulty getting a response from the minister and his office so I thought 
the grievance would hopefully be the best way of getting some answers. Hopefully, if he turns up, I might get 
those answers. The grievance concerns the treatment of landowners in the Swan Valley with the expansion 
works of the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline and the lack of response from the minister to their 
concerns. I am glad that the minister is back in the chamber to respond to those concerns.  

Last December I met with a group of grape growers in the Swan Valley, together with their representative from 
the Grape Growers Association of WA Inc. They raised with me their concerns about the planned expansion of 
the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. I spoke with four affected landowners, all grape growers, growing 
either table or wine grapes. All four have very different situations. One landowner had recently purchased his 
vineyard and was growing table grapes. Two of the landowners had a vineyard and associated small business and 
were producing wine and selling it at their cellar door. The other landowner�brothers actually�had been 
involved in the family-run vineyard for decades and were significant suppliers to the local market. They had 
constructed and installed a hothouse, which enabled them to produce early grapes to serve the Western 
Australian market. Their shared concern was that they had been told the pipeline expansion would involve 
significant destruction and damage to their vines. As a result of their concerns and within a week of hearing 
about their concerns, I raised this issue in Parliament. I asked whether drilling could take place instead of open-
cut construction to minimise the impact of the expansion on the landowners. I feel very sorry for these 
landowners. I grew up on an orchard and I know how hard it is to make a living off the land and the amount of 
hard work that is put into growing fruit and vegetables. I reflected upon how my family would have felt if they 
had been told that their fruit trees would be destroyed during the picking season, giving my father and mother 
very limited time to do their work.  

I have raised this issue in the Parliament and have sent correspondence outlining my concerns and the concerns 
of the landowners to the Minister for Lands and the Minister for Agriculture. I believe that the Minister for 
Agriculture has a role in this issue too, given that it affects the grape growers of the Swan Valley. I invited the 
Minister for Lands to meet with the affected landowners so that we could work together to sort out a solution. In 
December I received a response from the Minister for Agriculture and Food stating that he was confident that all 
viable options would be considered and every effort taken to ensure minimal disruption to the agricultural 
businesses. In the middle of January, I received a response from the Minister for Lands. Unfortunately, neither 
the minister nor anyone from his office has been able to meet with the affected grape growers. I met with the 
landowners again in late January. They were pretty unhappy with the minister�s initial response, so we worked 
through that correspondence and I again wrote to the Minister for Lands on 4 February to outline the grape 
growers� concerns and to request a meeting with the affected landowners. To try to expedite that process, I also 
rang the minister�s office and managed to talk about the issues with the relevant policy adviser. I was confident 
that I would get some response and that we would have a meeting to sort through the issues and to go forward. I, 
of course, also sent another letter to the Minister for Agriculture and Food and to the Minister for Planning, who 
is responsible for the Swan Valley Planning Act. I have received no response from any of those three ministers 
since I sent those letters in the first week of February. My office chased up those letters, particularly the letter 
sent to the Minister for Lands, a number of weeks ago and we still have not had any response.  

This issue is now getting to a critical stage. Last week I went to a meeting with one of the landowners, the 
pipeline operators�WestNet Energy�and the construction company undertaking the pipeline expansion. It now 
appears the earthmoving equipment is ready to roll in and the landowners are being set very strict time frames 
that will impact on their ability to finish picking grapes for this season. After that meeting, I again contacted the 
minister�s office on two occasions to try to talk to the relevant policy adviser or the chief of staff and, again, I 
received no response. My office rang again yesterday to try to find out where is the response to the letter that I 
sent two months ago. In desperation, I rang the department directly last week and I had a meeting with a 
departmental officer on Tuesday morning. I understand that the minister�s office was made aware of that 
meeting.  

I believe I deserve a response to the issues that we raised in the letter dated 4 February. I would not mind some 
confirmation this morning about whether the minister can be of some assistance in moving this matter forward, 
as I have a meeting with the affected grape growers this afternoon. I want the minister to confirm a few things 
and I would not mind hearing from him today about some key issues; namely, whether he can confirm that open-
cut construction, not drilling, will be the method undertaken to expand the pipeline through the Swan Valley, and 
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whether he can assist me to hopefully ensure that the time frame that we are to negotiate this afternoon will not 
impact too directly on the picking season. The picking season will continue for a number of weeks, and grape 
growers need a bit of time to be able to clean their vineyards up and to prepare for the open-cut construction that 
will take place. We have been told that construction will start on 10 May; therefore, a small adjustment to that 
time frame would enable grape growers to better prepare for what appears likely to be open-cut construction of 
the pipeline. There is also an issue about the cost of removing the vines and the hothouse, the replacement of 
those things, and, again, whether there is an assurance that the company will cover those costs. 

More generally, I believe there needs to be a better process for how government conducts itself in relation to the 
pipeline corridor and easements. The member for North West has also raised similar issues up north with me, 
and I believe we need to have a better system for how government treats property owners in respect to easements 
and also more generally. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Lands) [9.43 am]: I thank the member for West Swan 
for this grievance. I congratulate the member on her advocacy for her constituents. It is good to see members 
bringing these sorts of issues to the house in the form of grievances when they do not believe that their 
constituents are being properly looked after by the government. I welcome the member for West Swan�s 
intervention in this issue.  

The Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline, as everybody knows, is one of Western Australia�s most important 
pieces of energy infrastructure�90 per cent of the state�s energy requirements come down it. We all know the 
great damage caused to this state when we had the problem at Varanus Island so, obviously, we are talking about 
a very important piece of state infrastructure. The pipeline requires an essential expansion in capacity to 
successfully meet Western Australia�s growing energy needs. This is why the works outlined by the member for 
West Swan are planned to take place.  

The pipeline was originally constructed in easements in 1984 by the old State Energy Commission of WA. All 
landowners were fully aware of the terms of the easements and were compensated at the time at the appropriate 
market value for easements based on advice from the Valuer-General�s office. The original construction cleared 
all vegetation from the 30-metre wide easement and employed open-cut trenching construction techniques. 
Following construction, some landowners replaced vines and associated infrastructure with approval and 
assistance from SECWA. I think that is really what we are talking about today: the easement was put in place, 
the landowners were compensated for that easement and they then applied to the managers of the easement to 
put their vines back on the bare piece of land, and with strict protocols that was allowed to happen. One 
landowner, I think, built a hothouse over that easement and, once again, I will have some more detail on that. At 
the moment, to carry out duplication of the pipeline, we are looking at more open-cut trenching to put the pipe 
in, which will, obviously, involve the removal of the vines and the hothouse that were put over the easement 
after the initial trenching work was done, and that is the argument. As the member for West Swan rightly points 
out, those landowners after many years of enjoying the use of that easement, which they were compensated for, 
are concerned and hope there is another way that this process can take place. I am happy for that issue to be 
raised.  

The construction contractor is McConnell Dowell and it has worked with the landowners and conducted a full 
investigation of possible construction techniques. All members would be aware of the possibility of underground 
or directional drilling, which would not disturb the land on top. The investigation concluded that serious 
technical difficulties exist for construction by thrust boring or by shallow horizontal directional drilling over the 
distances required to clear the areas under the grapevines, so those methods are not technically feasible and there 
would be a significant risk of failure for six reasons. These reasons are: proximity of the existing Dampier to 
Bunbury natural gas pipeline, the Parmelia high-pressure gas pipelines and the Viveash lateral gas pipeline�a 
lot of pipelines run through the member for West Swan�s electorate; the number of bends in the existing 
pipelines; the risk of collapse and failure of the drilled hole due to the soil conditions and watertable, given the 
proximity of the Swan River; the space required for the installation of the drilling equipment and working space 
to lay out the pipe for welding prior to installation; the fact that thrust boring can be undertaken only in straight 
lines, and bends exist on two properties; and that horizontal directional drilling can only be controlled 
horizontally and cannot be controlled to execute vertical directional changes without unacceptable risks because 
of the close proximity of existing live pipelines. Therefore, Dampier to Bunbury Pipeline Pty Ltd has advised the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure that open-cut trenching is the only technically viable and safe 
construction method for this pipeline upgrade. 

I will turn to the issue of the hothouse, which is probably the most expensive piece of infrastructure affected by 
the pipeline expansion. The landowners applied for and were granted conditional approval to construct the 
hothouse on 25 March 1997�more than 10 years ago. The approval conditions clearly stated, amongst other 
things, that AlintaGas be given access to the pipeline whenever required and should AlintaGas require the 
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structure to be moved to work on the gas line, all costs would be borne by the landowner. My understanding is 
that the landowner has a copy of that original letter.  

A further issue raised was that of compensation. The company doing this job is considering all landowner 
requests for assistance to minimise the impact of construction and to find ways to bring their land quickly back 
into production. However, any previous approvals given to landowners for the planting of vines and construction 
of associated infrastructure required the removal, at the landowners� expense, of those things.  

Member for West Swan, that is the advice I have been given. The construction company looked into directional 
boring, which we discussed in our previous conversation. Given that the member has raised this matter as a 
grievance, which in my time in Parliament I have regarded as a way of raising a serious issue when members 
believe a wrong has been done, I am happy to discuss this issue. The reason I earlier asked the member about 
who was coming to the meeting today was that I want the people who tell me that we cannot do underground 
boring at that meeting. I will organise that. If they were there tonight, I would have tried to attend tonight, but I 
think it would be best if I could put the people making that decision in front of the landowners so that they can 
have that conversation. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Will you meet with them? I think there have been some discussions between those parties. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will get the person who is making the decision to open-trench rather than directional drill. 
That person and I will come out and meet with the landowners. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Can that happen next week? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will need to find out who that person is. I think it is a serious issue for every member, 
because those pipeline easements are very important pieces of infrastructure, and these issues will be raised 
again and again. Throughout the easement process, people have planted vines or constructed small buildings and 
so forth. This is a serious issue. 
 


